Reading Cloud - Quick Start Guide

engaging children,
parents & educators.




About Reading Cloud:

The Reading Cloud is a fantastic new online reading community designed to engage students,
parents and educators in reading for pleasure. The Reading Cloud uses the very latest technologies
to really capture the imagination of students, linking real and virtual reading experiences to drive up
literacy standards and develop core reading skills.
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Home Screen:
When first loading Reading Cloud the home screen will be shown. Below is a brief
description of each area.

Star Review:
The star review is a chosen review which then appears on the front page. Clicking on More
Reviews will open up the other reviews written by students.

Featured Author:
An author can be chosen as a ‘Featured Author’, for example for highlighting the release of a
new series of books. Clicking on More Authors opens up a list of all authors in the system.

Trending:
Similar to ‘The Cloud’ in .NET, this shows the most popular searches and authors.

Meet the Author:
A random ‘Meet the Author’ video is selected each time the page loads. Clicking on Meet
the Author links to a page will all meet the author videos available.

Most Popular Books:
Quickly run reports to see the most popular books for girls / boys / age ranges / etc.

Quick Search:
Quickly search for items by title / author / etc.

Word of the day:

Randomly selects a word of the day from a predefined customisable list.

Fact of the day:

Randomly selects a fact of the day from a predefined customisable list.

News:
Shows the news items from the library / area.

Twitter Feed:
Shows the latest Tweet from a definable feed.

Facebook Feed:

Shows the latest Facebook post from a definable feed.

Who Next:

Work out who to read next based on other authors that a borrower enjoys.
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Logged-On Screen:
After logging onto the Reading Cloud some additional options / features will be available. Below is a
brief description of each area.

My Blog:

Links to the My Blog page, where borrowers can keep a blog of their activities.

My Home Library:
Links to the My Home Library page where borrowers can catalogue books / CDs / DVDs / etc
that they have at home and manage loans of these items to other Reading Cloud users.

My Profile:
Links to My Profile where borrowers can enter basic information about themselves and
create / edit their avatar.

My Account:
Links to My Account where their Current Loans / Past Loans / Reservations / in the library
system can be seen.

What’s on your mind?
Allows users to set a status message that all their friends can see.

Timeline:
Shows all activity of the user and their friends (e.g. What books have been liked, Home
Loans, etc).

My Info:
Shows information on friends, including:
e Whois Online — The online status of friends
Notifications — Notifications of friend requests / Home Library loan requests
Friends — How many friends a user has and the status of each
Chat — Instant Chat with friends / See history of Chat messages.
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Blog History

Blog Title: My new blog post

l I'm trying out reading cloud!

200172014
Blog Content:
BZUE==iciETw % Sshae Tags
Blog post with lots of tagsSome more taggy than
Enter something .. others.
2712014
First blog of 2014
Dates have all changed to 20141
2/1/2014
Blog Tags:
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|fantasy | | wildiite |

Save

The My Blog screen allows users to write blog posts for their friends to see and comment on.
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Added 1 week ago Added 1 week ago

Harry Potter and the Philosopher's Stone & Lost Dog and Other Stories &
J. K. Rowling e Penelope Lively
Added 1 week ago Added 19 hours ago
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My Home Library is an area where users can catalogue their own items to create a home library of
books, DVDs, CDs, Games, etc. Once an item has been catalogued friends of the user can see them
on their profile and request to borrow them. The system then allows for the tracking of these loans
sending notifications between the two users when the book is requested, confirmation of receipt,
requested back, received back, etc.
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The My Profile area allows for a brief Biography to be entered, an Avatar to be created and it
displays all the items that a user has Liked.
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Image Title Issue date Due date

= 20Th Century Inventions Aircraft Ri12/2013 61272013
E Hansen O. 5.

This loan is overdue

Aezop's Fables 5212013 1811212013
Ash Russell

This loan is overdue

101 Things To Do Before You're Old And Boring 2172014 21172014
Home, Richard

My Account shows a user’s Current Loans, Past Loans and Reservations. It will display if items are
overdue and (if the option is enabled in the Management area of the library system) it will allow
items that are not yet overdue to be renewed.
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My Info
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The My Info area allows users to see all their friends, which are currently online, what notifications
they have (friend requests / home library loan requests) and chat with their friends through Reading
Cloud.
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Quick Search

Advanced Search

The Quick Search box is available in the top right of every page and allows for quickly searching by
author, title, student name, etc.

After entering a search it will by default list all resources that match.
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B.F.G.-The Play, The K

Author: Dahl R.

| Location: demo 15

1 Following the success of his stage adapiation of The BFG, David Wood has now writien a series of scenes for performance by children in schools and other
amateur groups. With notes on staging, props and costumes, these plays can be performed with the minimum of experience or resources.

ROALD Bfg &)

DAH‘L Author: Dahl, Roald

fﬁ& Location: demo 15

Just imagine suddenly knowing you may be eaten for breakfast in the near future; dropped liked a rasher of bacon inte a frying pan sizzling with fat. This is
e exactly what worries Sophie when she is snatched from her bed in the middle of the night by a giant with a stride as long as a tennis court.

IuiiDail  Boy - Tales Of Childhood K
BOY. Author: Dahl R.
,.;..- 'ﬂ Location: demo 15
A-( ‘; Many remarkable things did happen to Roald Dahl when he was a boy, and maybe that's where some of the marvellous ideas for his books came from. This is
’ e the story of his own childhood. The story is continued in Going Solo.

The user can then choose to instead list Profiles of students in the system, Blog posts, Reviews, etc.
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Advanced Search
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Search for All of these words In Al fields
@ And O Or (O Not

Search for All of these words In Al fields
@And OOr (O Not

Search for All of these words In Al fields

(®) Fiction and Non Fiction O Fiction Only O Non-Fiction Only

Advanced Search allows for more advanced searches and will be familiar to any previous .NET library
users. As per previous system the A-Z, View, Picture and Simple search functions are available by
clicking the tabs.
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